Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Long Beach, CA
Permit No. 2222
ChildNet Youth & Family Services
4155 Outer Traffic Circle
Long Beach, CA. 90804-2111

Thank You to All of ChildNet’s
2017 Supporters!!!
By Brett Lewis

Visit our website at www.childnet.net to keep up-to-date on the happenings at ChildNet!

Providing safe homes, education and counseling to vulnerable children and families
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Each year during the holidays, ChildNet’s goal is to
provide a gift for every child who is receiving a service
in one of our programs. As ChildNet has grown in the
number of children we provide services to this goal has
also grown. This year we had over 1,500 clients that we
wanted to give a special gift to open over the holidays.
Our staff members started early this year and got the
word out to our community that we needed their
support to make this happen. Just like in years past,
this year was no different, our friends and supporters
stepped up to make sure we could reach our goal. Not
only did we reach our goal, but this year enough gifts
where collected or purchased so that all of our clients’
(L to R) Maria Aguirre, Brett Lewis, Fran MacLain
siblings also received a gift!
This was a huge task that could have not been accomplished without
our village of supporters who have a special place in their hearts for
the vulnerable children ChildNet serves. Numerous individuals made
donations and several businesses sponsored employee gift drives. For
example Circle Marina Car Wash asked their customers to get involved
by hanging children’s wish lists from a Christmas tree. The customer
would take a wish list and return with the gifts next time they washed
their car. Gifts came in from high school clubs, basketball camps, local
service groups, ChildNet employees, family foundations, Long Beach
Spark of Love toy drive and our Los Angeles County board of supervisor’s
representative Janice Hahn all contributed, just to name a few. A huge
THANK YOU to all of you who helped make this year’s gift drive such
a success.
(L to R) Assemblymember Patrick
O’Donnell and board member
There are many ways you can help support our mission at ChildNet.
Jim Choura
th
Attend our upcoming Shining Star Awards Ceremony on May 10 . Last
year we honored 70th District Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell and our Foster
Parent of the Year, Amy Burkholder. Remember, you can make a difference in the
lives of a vulnerable children. For more information on how you can give, please
contact me, Brett Lewis at (562) 490-7667 or email me at blewis@childnet.net.
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Message from the President/
Chief Executive Officer:
Since 1970, ChildNet Youth and Family
Services, Inc. has been focused on making a
positive difference in the lives of those we serve.
We are driven by our mission to “provide safe
homes, education and counseling to vulnerable
children and families”, which is accomplished
through an array of family-centered, strengthbased programs offered through ChildNet’s
Continuum of Care. Program services include
Foster Care, Adoption Services, Behavioral
Health Services, Wraparound/Family Support,
Relative Home Assessments and Education
Support Services. Our organization employs
nearly 300 staff members who provide high-quality,
professional treatment services to over 9,000
individuals in five counties each year – and we
are continuing to grow! ChildNet is committed to
doing whatever it takes to address the everincreasing needs, challenges and complex
issues that far too many children and families are
facing in our society today. In an effort to meet
the growing need for services, our organization
has been busy launching new programs, hiring
additional staff members and securing additional
program service-delivery sites.
As I think about the countless number of clients
positively impacted by ChildNet’s programs this
past year, there is no doubt that it is our
exceptional team of staff members who make all
the difference. These dedicated, compassionate,
hard-working employees are nurturing people
who have intentionally selected the helping
profession as their life’s work, a profession which

is certainly not for the
faint of heart. Despite
the challenging work,
ChildNet employees
consistently demonstrate
a deep passion for the
mission, genuinely care
Kathy Hughes, President/CEO
about the clients they
serve and consistently go out of their way to
support one another. I am always amazed when
reminded of the growing number of employees
who have been with our agency for more than 20
years! As the old saying goes, “….it is the
people who make the place!” What a privilege it
is for me to work with such a caring group of
professionals – staff members who truly have a
heart for helping others.
I am honored to be at the helm of ChildNet’s
“vessel of hope”, and am thankful to be sailing
into this new year with employees who consistently
shine their bright lights for children and families
seeking a safe harbor. Under the direction of
ChildNet’s experienced and compassionate
Board of Directors, our crew is excited to set sail
into 2018! Thank you for all your support!

Kathy Hughes
President/CEO
ChildNet Youth and Family Services

Fun Fact

Originally established as Trailback Lodge in 1970, next Long Beach Youth Centers in 1975,
ChildNet Youth and Family Services, Inc. did not get its current name until 1997.
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1 Year Anniversary! Relative Home
Assessment Services (RHAS)

ChildNet was awarded the sole assessment contract for Service Plan
Area 8 (SPA 8), which covers the South Bay to San Pedro, including
Catalina. The program is designed to assist the Department of Children
and Family Services in assessing relatives for their suitability and commitment
to provide a safe, nurturing home for foster children. RHAS helps to minimize
disruption to the foster child’s life. ChildNet provides relatives with an
overview of the child welfare process, linkage to information resources,
conduct home environment assessments, provide training and assists the
family with retrieval of documents necessary to meet newly established
California State Resource Family Approval (RFA) requirements.
Elena Tadd
“Since the majority of foster youth in the child welfare system are living
RHAS Director
with relative caregivers, ChildNet is excited to provide the training and
support services these families need,” said Kathy Hughes President and
CEO of ChildNet.
Our new RHAS program has been very successful, in great part due to the dedication of Elena
Tadd, RHAS Director. Elena is an exceptional leader who has brought a high level of professionalism
and compassion to the RHAS department. ChildNet is fortunate to have Elena on board!

Getting to Know ChildNet’s Psychiatrist,
Dr. James Hogrebe, M.D.
Dr. Hogrebe, M.D.

Born in St. Louis Missouri, Dr. Hogrebe attended the
University of Missouri at Columbia for his undergraduate
degree and medical school. Following medical school,
Dr. Hogrebe decided to move to Southern California and
trained in general psychiatry at the University of
California Irvine School of Medicine. He also completed
his Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship at UCI.
In 1978, Dr. Hogrebe started working at the Long
Beach Youth Home, ChildNet’s first program. As the
Dr. James Hogrebe, M.D.
organization grew so did his role with the agency. Over
the nearly 40 years he has provided psychiatric services to children in ChildNet’s care, Dr. Hogrebe’s
expertise, dedication and commitment have added great value to the organization.
Dr. Hogrebe enjoys swimming in the ocean, hiking, yoga, attending concerts of classical, jazz and
rock music. He also has been enjoying traveling with his wife throughout the United States and
internationally. He is a fan of professional sports and particularly enjoys cheering on the Los Angeles
Lakers. On behalf of all the vulnerable children you have helped through your nurturing rapport and
expertise, we thank you Dr. Hogrebe. We are forever grateful!
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